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1st Quarter thoughts from SPLHC Executive Director, Cheri Leachman 
The last few months have brought many changes and improvements to the Strawberry Point Lutheran Home  

Community. We are proud of the many upgrades already in place, and look forward to those yet to come.  The wider, 

automatic doors in Pebler are in place, and the new dining room flooring is scheduled to be completed by Mid-March.   

The first of many new regulatory changes went into effect November 28th of 2016.  Some of them were already in place, 

but others will be noticeable to you. Posters that explain the grievance process, the whistle blower policy, and our  

non-discrimination policy are for your information.  

Many of the new regulations relate directly to Resident Rights.  There are too many to list them all here, but you may 

stop by the office at any time, or request a copy to be mailed to you.  Every one of them have one purpose; that is to  

ensure Resident Centered Care.  

All of us enjoy foods prepared at home. You are welcome to bring your loved one items for their use.  Residents are no 
longer able to share these with other residents. They MAY share food items that are purchased from a deli, bakery, or 
other State Certified kitchen.  I know it will not be the same as home baked cookies, but the thought will be  
appreciated.  We are also not allowed to store food items for residents. A resident may store food items in their room as 
long as it is in a container that is covered, and in an amount that will not spoil.  
  
This year we initiated a program called “A Sampling of.”  Each hour long program will focus on changes in the long term 
care industry, and then information on a specific subject. Our program in March will concern Power of Attorney for 
Healthcare.  
  
I hope to see you at the Annual Meeting on March 19th.  It will begin at 1:30 PM, at the Gernand Retirement Village large 
meeting room.    It is always a well attended event.  In addition to electing new members to the Board of Directors, the 
results of the 2016 audit will be presented. 
  
As always feel free to visit in person, or call me with any concerns, questions, or comments.   
Cheri  L. Leachman, NHA 

Executive Director 

Annual Meeting  
March 19th beginning @ 1:30 PM 

Gernand Village Meeting Room 
- Annual Report 

- Board of Directors Election 

EVERYONE IS WELCOME! 
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Our Sincere Gratitude…. 
Thank you for your gifts to the Strawberry Point Lutheran 
Home Community. Your generosity and thoughtfulness 
mean a great deal to us and give us the means to complete 
projects benefiting our residents and the entire community.  
 

2016 4th Quarter Donations:  
 
Monetary Gifts 

David Andreae 
Bethany Lutheran Church 
Bethany WELCA 
Emanuel Lutheran Church 
Clyde & Helen Jennings 

          St. Peter Lutheran Church in Garnavillo 
          St. John Lutheran Church in Arlington 
          Mission-in –Christ Church 
          Norway Lutheran Church 
          St. Paul Lutheran Church in Volga 
          Joan Wacker 
          Donlee Brown 
          Barbara Herzman 
          Marion Lutheran Church 
          Sacred Heart Altar and Rosary Society 
          St. John WELCA 
          St. Paul Lutheran Church in Maynard 
          St. Paul WELCA in Maynard 
          St. Sebald 
          Zion Lutheran Church in Oelwein          
  
Robert O’Dell Memorial 
          Bonnie Fascher 
          Marlene Mays 
          Betty Sutton 

  
Darryl Maser Memorial 
          Steve & Teresa Hager 
          Lanell Maser 
          Dennis & Rebecca Runyan 
          David & Kathy Sabers 
          Dawnye Sturtz 
          Steve & Rosemary Weber 
  
Maxine Johnson Memorial 
          Family of Maxine Johnson 
  
Linda Oberbreckling Memorial 
          Byron & Marjorie Young 
  
Miriam Gamm Memorial 
          Byron & Marjorie Young 
          Dolores Boehm 

  
Power Lift Recliner 
          Family of Bob Schwietert 

  

StrawberryPointLutheranHome.com   

Wheelchair 
          Family of Bob Schwietert 
          Family of Linda Walz 
  
Employee Appreciation Fund 
          Pastor Al Hock 
          Dean & Mary Ann Stegen 
  
Christmas Decorations 
          Lodomillo 4-H Club 
  
Gift Cards 
          Martin Brothers Distributing 
  
Adult Incontinence Products 

          Sacred Heart Altar and Rosary Society 

As many know, SPLHC Auxiliary membership has been 

dwindling and few are left to organize fundraisers. As a 

result tough decisions regarding the future had to be made. 

On January 9, 2017 a special auxiliary meeting was held, 

ten members, five of who were staff, and two guests were 

present.  The group voted regrettably to disband the  

Strawberry Point Lutheran Home Auxiliary. This was not 

an easy decision. As the members brainstormed various 

options, it came down to lack of people power to plan and 

organizing events. Successful fundraisers take a lot of  

dedication and commitment. SPLHC Auxiliary has been 

blessed with the various volunteers who have been officers 

and helpers at the events. In summary, and on a positive 

note it was agreed by everyone, over the years, the SPLHC 

Auxiliary has done an OUTSTANDING job of fundraising 

and volunteering for the Strawberry Point Lutheran Home 

Community. THANK YOU!!!   

Respectively submitted, 

Cathy Mills 

Auxiliary President and Director of Operations 
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From the desk of Director of Operations, Cathy Mills 

 

Most smiles are started by another smile. —-Frank A. Clark 
The Strawberry Point Lutheran Home Community is having a super start to 2017!  We have been working on  

implementing fresh new ideas and improving the current ones.  Resident Centered Care is in full swing and we are 

excited to for the full implementation of this policy.  So what this means is, when living here, you have total say in how 

you live here. It has been a WIN-WIN for everyone.  Residents are happier knowing that they have choices, the  

community is becoming more aware that if they or their loved one has to be admitted-they have choices, and the staff is 

rewarded at the end of their day knowing that they have made a difference. The most challenging concept for residents 

and staff is having less routine tasks. Here is one example, Table side dining, the residents can order from a menu at 

meal time.  To make all this happen,  SPLHC has dedicated leadership team and an excellent support staff that are 

committed and working together to give the residents more personal choices.  Every day I am blessed to have the  

privilege to work with staff with amazing talents. A BIG shout of Thanks goes to Donna Haynes and Kelly Mesplay for 

their hard work and expertise.  It is with pleasure to introduce the newest team leaders.  Nicole Borrett- Director of  

Nursing, Tracey Romig- Life Events Supervisor and Tiffany Sherwood- Culinary Manager, we welcome you and look 

forward to working with you to make a difference in those who live and serve here. 

In closing I leave you with this thought, Change is always good.  It is our choice to decide 

how we accept it and how we deal with it. Have a wonderful spring and see you at the  

Annual meeting on Sunday, March 19th at 1:30 pm.  ☺ 

Cathy Mills – Director of Operations  

Tracey Romig  joined the SPLHC team on December 20, 2016. She is 

a certified teacher and has been actively substitute teaching in several 

local districts. She is a 4-H leader for the Lodomillo Leaders 4-H club in 

Strawberry Point and the secretary for the Tri Rivers Rabbit & Cavy 

Club which is based out of Manchester. Tracey is also a youth coach 

for the judging teams for the “rabbit kids” who go to National Contests 

every year.  

Tracey says, “I guess looking at my life, I have been a activity director forever as I am always planning family things, 

outings, 4-H activities, and Rabbit Club items.”  

She grew up outside of Strawberry Point about a mile from the north gate of Backbone State Park.  She lived on a cattle 

and rabbit farm, Her parents are Bob & Kelly Faust. In 2007, Romig graduated from Starmont High and went to UNI in 

Cedar Falls where she obtained a teaching degree. In 2014, she married Luke Romig at St. Sebald Lutheran Church 

outside of Strawberry. In November of 2015 the young couple welcomed their beautiful daughter Colleen into our lives. 

Romig lives in Edgewood and have a hobby farm in town, where they raise 21 cow/calves and have a pile of rabbits. 

Tracey plans to organize activities which involve everyone in the community at some point in time. “It is a work in  

progress but I have plans to have a big activity once a month when we can invite family and community into our facility 

to show how great it is to be here.” Continuing,” I am a very crafty person, so look forward to more interactive projects 

and activities to come.” Romig is really excited to start a new adventure and to be working full time with the SPLHC  

family and residents.  

Introducing our new SPLHC Life Events Coordinator, Tracey Romig 
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This is the Home that LOVE Built...Your LOVE Continues to Support Us 
Your donations are important to the ongoing sustainability of the Strawberry Point Lutheran Home Communi-
ty, which benefit many individuals and families each year in our target communities.  All Contributions are tax 
deductible under 501c3 of IRS code. Contact us anytime if you would like more information on planned giv-
ing,  gifts in kind or if you would like to make an anonymous gift. 

Pebler Point Care Center   *   Memory Care Manor   *Swales Assisted Living     

* Gernand Retirement Village   *   S.T.A.R. Outpatient Therapy  

Make Checks Payable to:  

Strawberry Point Lutheran Home for the Aged 

 

Mail Checks to: 

Strawberry Point Lutheran Home Community 

313 Elkader St.  Strawberry Point, IA 52076 

Ask us about how you can now make an online credit card donation 

     Our Mission  

 
The Strawberry Point Lutheran Home Community 

is a Christian home that promotes a quality of life 

which encompasses dignity, respect and  

compassion for those that live and serve here.  


