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Introducing SPLHC’s new Adminstrator, Cheri Leachman 

“Reflected 

Times” recently 

interview SPLHC 

new  

Administrator  

Cheri Leachman.  

The following is 

the transcript 

from the  

interview:  

 

 

Tell us about yourself. My husband, 

Park and I live in rural Allamakee County 

– about four miles Northwest of Mar-

quette. We share our home with four 

dogs. I have one son; Wayne who lives in 

Chicago. My parents lived in Strawberry 

Point when I was born, and at one time 

my dad operated the Standard Station on 

the south edge of town. I spent my  

summers working for my aunt Winifred 

Schmidt, who owned the melon stand at 

the edge of town. When I was not helping 

her, I worked at the  

A & W Drive-in across the road. Park, is 

from Strawberry Point.  I’ve always  

considered Strawberry Point a second 

home with lots of warm memories.  

Summarize your previous work  

experience.  I joined the United States 

Air Force right out of high school.  I often 

say, “I spent the next twenty six years  

trying to get back home.” I did everything 

from administrative work, to loading C-130 

cargo transports, to recruiting. I saw  

places, met people, and experienced life 

in a manner that only comes with this type 

of opportunity. When I retired, I returned to 

Iowa. I initially worked at the  

Prairie Du Chien Memorial Hospital as the 

community education coordinator. After 

receiving my nursing home  

administrator’s license, I became the  

administrator of the Great River Care  

Center in Mc Gregor.  I was the 

administrator there for over eleven 

years, before taking a similar  

position in Muscoda, WI.  I spent 

twenty-six months there as part of 

the Golden Living System.  

After a couple of weeks on the 

job as administrator at the  

Strawberry Point Lutheran Home 

Community what are your initial 

impressions?  What do see as 

strengths? It is very evident that 

teamwork, dedication, and quality 

care are not just words that are 

bandied around.  The staff is very 

fortunate to have two very strong 

role models in Rozelle Howard and 

Cathy Mills.  Their leadership style 

is easy to follow – they have 

worked very hard to ensure the 

right supervisors are in place, and it 

shows.  I’ve found everyone to be 

open, friendly, and genuinely  

concerned about our residents and 

tenants. Their professional  

expertise is second to none.  This 

was very obvious not only to me, 

but the state surveyors who  

performed the annual inspection 

during this time frame. Much of this 

positive attitude can be traced back 

to the SPLHC board of direc-

tors. They are an involved group of 

concerned individuals who are  

willing to allow the staff to do their 

job, listen to concerns, and make 

decisions when necessary. 

As the SPLHC administrator 

what do you see as areas of  

focus in the short term  

(first year) and goals for the long 

term (five-ten years)?  I firmly  

believe “change for the sake of 

change,” is a waste of time and tal-

ent.  I share the philosophy” if it is not 

broke, don’t fix it.” I have some ideas 

which will fit into the community’s  

current direction.  I need to learn more 

before I start creating a whole new  

dimension.  Long term goals are easy 

– continue to the be the leading  

provider of quality care in a  

compassionate, caring manner. 

Using the community’s mission 

statement would you relate your 

thoughts about your role as the 

SPLHC administrator in serving the 

mission?  “The Strawberry Point 

Lutheran Home Community is a  

Christian home that promotes a 

quality of life which encompasses 

dignity, respect and compassion for 

those who live and serve here.”  

I have been the family member,  

in-home care giver, as well as a 

facility administrator. The hardest  

decision any person or family has to 

make is to allow a group of  strangers 

to care for their loved one.  It is almost 

impossible to describe the guilt felt 

when loved ones reach the point when 

they must entrust others to deliver 

what they feel they are no  

longer able to do.  Our mission  

statement is not just a few words which 

sound correct or proper.  It comes from 

the heart, and describes exactly how I 

perceive my role.  Compassion cannot 

be taught, but it is recognized both 

when it is present, and more important-

ly when it is not.  Dignity and respect 

are no less important.  Each of us  

deserve all three.   
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Our Sincere Gratitude…. 

Thank you for your gifts to the Strawberry Point Lutheran 

Home Community. Your generosity and thoughtfulness 

mean a great deal to us and give us the means to complete 

projects benefiting our residents and the entire community.  

 

2015 3rd Quarter Donations:  

 

Gifts in Kind 

Karen Baumgartner donated apples 

Mike Dorsey donated butternut squash 

Clothes for the residents were donated by Jim and Judy 

Pettlon and Jim (Clint) Collins 

 

Capital Campaign Contributions  

David Andreae 

Bethany Lutheran Church, Elkader 

Emanuel Lutheran Church Strawberry Point 

St. Peter Lutheran Church, Garnavillo 

St. John Lutheran Church, Farmersburg 

Mission In Christ Lutheran Church 

Rick’s Welding and Repair 

 

Gifts Given in Memory 

Marvin and Doris Helmrichs in memory of  

Doris Pettlon 

Byron and Marjorie Young in memory of  

Luverne Wehling 

Don and Marilyn Fredrick in memory of  

Lu Tweed 

Thrivent Choice deposits were received from: 

Jackson Crosley  

StrawberryPointLutheranHome.com   

Check out the StrawberryPointLutheranHome.com 
“Donate” button on our website. During the upcoming  
holiday season, if you are  
considering a donation to 
SPLHC you might use this 
online super fast and easy 
way to support our efforts.   
As we approach the harvest you might consider a gift in 
the form of grain.  Gifts of grain can be a creative way to 
support our efforts at SPLHC and provide farmers with a 
favorable tax benefit.  You could donate already  
harvested bushels in storage or grain yet to be  
harvested.  If you would be considering a contribution of 
grain to SPLHC, please be aware of the tax rules that ap-
ply.  Grain donors can give product to any elevator or co-
op as long as you direct 
the operator to list the 
grain in SPLHC’s name 
and to notify SPLHC. To 
qualify this gift as a chari-
table contribution, upon 
delivery the grower must 
relinquish all rights to the 
grain. Please contact 
your tax accountant for  
guidelines on meeting the 
IRS requirements.  

     Our Mission  

 

The Strawberry Point Lutheran Home 

Community is a Christian home that 

promotes a quality of life which  

encompasses dignity, respect and  

compassion for those that live and  

serve here.  

In a recent Thrivent newsletter Thrivent Financial  

mentioned the Strawberry Point Lutheran Home  

Community has received $8,875 in Choice Dollars® grant 

funds since enrolling in the program. Wow that is  

fantastic! Thank you Thrivent Financial for making the 

grant funds 

available for 

our SPLHC 

improvement 

projects.  
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WE EXTEND OUR DEEPEST SYMPATHY TO THE FAMILIES OF: 

Gerda Hock 

Leone Dopp 

Geraldean McNeil 

Doris Pettlon  

Mary Taylor 

Billie Duart 

Joyce Rima 

Norbert Kruse 

Kelly Mesplay  

Life Events  

Supervisor 

Kelly joined the SPLHC 

team in July 2015.   

Previously for 15 years  

she worked at the  

Meadows Assisted Living in Manchester, and 

for eight of those years Kelly worked in the  

activities department. She was born in 

Worthington Iowa and graduated from  

Western Dubuque High School.  Kelly  

currently live in Strawberry Point where she is 

married to Ryan, and the couple have two  

children, Kyler, age 17 and Savana, age 10. In 

her free time like she likes to cook, attend her 

kids sporting events and spending time with 

family.  

Kelly is excited to be part of the SPLHC team. 

Her favorite part of her new job is  

getting to know each resident and their  

history. For example she loves learning where 

residents grew up, what was their  

occupation, their interests and dislikes.  

Overall Kelly feels everyone at SPLHC has 

been very welcoming and she looks forward to 

the future with the SPLH community.  

Meet SPLHC Life Events Supervisor and the SPLHC Facilities Supervisor 

The Strawberry Point Lutheran Home  

Auxiliary would like to express its gratitude to 

the Manchester Sons of Legion Squadron 

45. Because of your  

generous donation, the Strawberry Point  

Lutheran Home Community was able to  

purchase much needed beds. SPLHC has 

always supported our veterans, and is one of 

the few facilities that accepts veterans 

through the VA. Thank you so much for your 

support!  

 

SPLHC Employee, Anne Hayes, receives the donation check from 

Manchester Sons of Legion Squadrons 45 member, Todd Gavin.  

Thank you Manchester Sons of Legion Squardon 45 

Sara Gilson 

Facilities Supervisor 

As Facilities Supervisor Sara oversees  

housekeeping, laundry, and transportation  

operations. From 2008 through 2011, she worked 

in the SPLHC housekeeping department. She  

returned to SPLHC in September of 2014 and  

became the facilities supervisor in July 2015.  

Sara grew up in Cedar Rapids and graduated from Thomas Jefferson 

High. She is the proud mother of one daughter, Brenna, who is 7. In 

her free time, Sara enjoys include reading, cooking and playing 

games with my daughter. She also servers as the troop leader for 

Brenna’s Girl Scout troop.  

I love providing service for our residents. “Our staff and I strive to 

make this feel as much like home as possible. SPLHC is a wonderful 

work environment and the residents and staff are one big family.” 
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Darlene Harbaugh  

Darlene was born in Edgewood, Iowa on October 7, 1929. She was united in  

marriage to Ivan Harbaugh and together they raised three children; Karen, Randy 

and Jerry.  Darlene has always loved children.  She ran her very own daycare from 

her home for many years.  Darlene is a member of the Lutheran Faith. She joined 

the SPLH Community in September 2015. Currently Darlene loves being outdoors, 

dancing to country western music with her special friend Cal, and talking about her 

family, especially her grandchildren.   

 

 

Darlene Morris  
Darlene was born on a farm near Arlington, Iowa, daughter of Leta & Fred Dexter.  

Darlene Grew up in Strawberry Point where she attended school and graduated in 

1943. In February of 1946 Darlene married Arthur Morris. In 1947 Arthur was  

discharged from the Army and he and Darlene moved to a farm south of Lamont. 

Together they raised three children; Martin, Marietha and Marlin.  Darlene moved to 

the SPLH Community in November, 2014 and continues to be the owner of the  

Morris Farms.  Darlene proudly comes from a family of strong Lutheran faith and 

currently resides in Swales Assisted Living.  In her free time she enjoys playing 

games, cards, and watching old movies.  Her favorite thing about living at SPLHC is 

that her daughter Marietha is a nurse at SPLHC and they get to see each other  

often. 

 

 Pearl Dunkel 
Pearl was born in Elkader, Iowa on March 3, 1943. She grew up in Clayton County 

and worked at various care centers as a cook.  She was also a truck driver for 10 

years.  Pearl has three children; Jerrod, Kris and Valerie and is of the Lutheran faith. 

Pearl joined the SPLH Community in May 2015.  Currently, some of Pearl’s favorite 

activities include playing cards and Bingo, watching  game shows, cooking, doing 

crafts, listening  to country western music and socializing with her peers.  Pearl’s 

smile has a tendency to brighten any room she enters. 
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Hourly Care 

Rehab to Home Care 

 

                               Retire your winter  

worries at  

Gernand Village!!! 

 Open House 

313 Elkader St. 

Strawberry Point, IA 

Sunday, November 8, 2015 

Refreshments  1:00-3:00 pm 

Special Sign on offers thru– Dec 1st 

For a tour or questions 

Contact Cathy Mills  

563-933-6037 | cmills@splh.org 
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Thoughts from the Director of Operations, Cathy Mills 

“A fallen leaf is nothing more than a  

summer’s wave goodbye—” 

With the seasons changing, so is SPLHC. After 

working for SPLHC for over 10 years, we found ourselves saying goodbye to our former 

executive director, Kevin Meyer. We thank him as well as wish him all the best on his fu-

ture endeavors. As SPLHC moves forward, we welcome our new administrator,  

Cheri Leachman.  

As we say goodbye to the summer 

events at SPLHC, the Auxiliary Snack 

Supper had a super turn out and many 

really nice donations for the silent auction. God smiled upon us with gor-

geous weather at the 6th Annual County Fair.  Everyone seemed to have 

a fabulous time. To make these events as successful as they are, we 

shout out  BIG THANK YOU’S of appreciation to the volunteers, staff, 

community and everyone who attended or big events. 

We are looking forward to the upcoming holiday events. Follow our web-

site StrawberryPointLutheranHome.com for the Christmas parties for your 

loved ones so you are able to make plans to attend. In the meantime, en-

joy the beauty of autumn!  Questions should be directed to Cathy Mills  

563-933-6037 or cmills@splh.org   —Cathy 

Cathy Mills, Director of  Operations 

Ingredients:  November is National Peanut Butter 

20 Oreo cookies, divided 

2 tablespoons butter, softened 

1 package (8 oz.) cream cheese, 

softened 

1/2 cup peanut butter 

1-1/2 cups confectioners' sugar, 

divided 

1 carton (16 ounces) frozen 

whipped topping, thawed, divided 

15-20 miniature peanut butter 

cups, chopped 

1 cup cold milk 

1 package (3.9 ounces) instant 

chocolate pudding mix 

Directions:  

Crush 16 cookies; toss with the butter. Press into an ungreased 9-inch square dish; set aside. In a large bowl, beat the cream 

cheese, peanut butter and 1 cup confectioners' sugar until smooth. Fold in half of the whipped topping. Spread over crust. 

Sprinkle with chopped peanut butter cups. In another large bowl, beat the milk, pudding mix and remaining confectioners' sug-

ar on low speed for 2 minutes Let stand for 2 minutes or until soft-set. Fold in remaining whipped topping. Spread over peanut 

butter cups. Crush remaining cookies; sprinkle over the top. Cover and chill for at least 3 hours.  

Chocolate Peanut Butter Cup NO BAKE Dessert  

Think of raking leaves as 

Mother Nature’s way of getting 

you in shape for shoveling snow. 
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Follow us at 

StrawberryPointLutheranHome.com 

313 Elkader St. 

Strawberry Point, IA 52076 

Return Service Requested 

Phone: (563)933-6037 

Fax: (563)933-2204 

E-mail: office@splh.org 

Pebler Point Care Center: 563-933-6037 

Memory Care Manor: 563-933-6037 

Swales Assisted Living: 563-933-8274 

Gernand Retirement Village: 563-933-6583 

STAR Out Patient Therapy Clinic: 563-933-2323 

Non Profit Org. 

U.S. Postage Paid 

Strawberry Point, IA  

Permit No. 41 

This is the Home that Love Built...Your Love Continues to Support Us 
Your donations are important to the ongoing sustainability of the Strawberry Point Lutheran Home 
Community, which benefit many individuals and families each year in our target communities.  All 
Contributions are tax deductible under 501c3 of IRS code. Contact us anytime if you would like 

more information on planned giving,  gifts in kind or if you would like to make an anonymous gift. 

Pebler Point Care Center   *   Memory Care Manor   *Swales Assisted Living     

* Gernand Retirement Village   *   S.T.A.R. Outpatient Therapy  

Make Checks Payable to:  

Strawberry Point Lutheran Home for the Aged 

 

Mail Checks to: 

Strawberry Point Lutheran Home Community 

313 Elkader St.  Strawberry Point, IA 52076 

Ask us about how you can now make an online credit card donation 

We are so pleased to welcome the following new members  

to the community 

Betty Kenneally  

Billie Duart 

Janice Newman   

Gwen Heidt  

Beverly Rankin 

 Darlene Harbaugh  

Marilyn “Molly”  

Hartman                 


